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MARKING THWE: Protesters stand in front of the Supreme Court to protest the Guantanama prison. Similar
demonstrations took place at U.5. embassies in Greece, Denmark, Britain, Hungary, Germany, Turkey and Italy.
Mewly elected U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon also said he beiieved the camp prisoa should be closed.

(Guantanamo stirs protests

Tn Cuba, Europe and the
US,, activists decry
detentions at the camp,
where texror suspects
first argived 5 years 2go.

By CaroLJ. WiLLIAMS
Tlnwes Staff Writer

mramr — Protesters from Hu-
walt to the Cuban countryside to
the Miami military headquarters
that commands Cuantanamo
Bay denounced Thursday the
Pentagon’s indefinite detention
of terronism suspects at the off
shore prison, which opened five
YERIS AZ0.

Haooded protesters in orange
fumpsuits demonstrated cutside
U5, embassies throughout Bu-
rope, and tghls activists marked
the date with demands lor the
refease or trial of the remaining
395 men at the prison i
southern Cuba,

Activist Cindy Sheehan fed a
cozen protesters on a march
from the Sity of Guantanamo te
the locked back gates of the na-
val base, wheve they chanted for
an end to the detentlon of 50-
called enemy combatants.

“Gitmo prison Is a source of
shame; no more torture in our
name?” ghouted Sheehan and
the cthers allowed into Culka for
a ravely permitted vislt to the re-
mate base.

Among those who made thelr
way to the #itle-used northeast
gate was Tahor Deghayes, who
held = photograph of his de-
tainee-brother, Omar Deghayes.

Deghayes' mother, Zohra Ze-
wawi, accompanied Sheehans
group to Guba and told news
agencles that her son hod been
toriured and blinded in one eye
since being imprisoned i Sep-
temler 2002,

Also with the protesters wes

HAB EnoRai: A New York City protesterata
Gnantanamo demonstration shows her opposition t
President Bush's cali for sending more troops to Iraq.

25-year-gid Britishr citizen Asil
Tqoat, whose three years in US,
custady and subseguent release
without charges was the subject
of the 2006 documentary Nim
“£he Road to Guantaname.”

Base autherities said they
had no contact with protesters.

“Today is & typical workday
here at GTMQ, We bave 0o pur-
view or interaction with protest-
ers. Wherever they are protest-
ing In Cuba, it's pot neal us,” said
Axmy Col. Lora Tucker, spokes-
woman for the Joint Task Force
operating the prisons.

In Washington, morg than 100
protesters wele amested after
they entered a federal court-
house wearing Twshirts with slo-
gans such as “Step Torture™ and
“Shut  Down  Guantaname.”
Their perrit authorized an cub-
door protest.

Dozens of demonstrators
drassed ke Guantanamo pris-
cners aise turned ot ab US, am-
basgies In Greece, Denmark,
Britain, Hungary, Germany, Tur-
key and [taly.

The American Civil Liverties

Unlon, Amnesly Internaticnal
and the Center for Constitu-
tlonal Rights a8 appealed for res-
toration of the prisoners’ dght to
habeas corpus — the ability to
challenge their detention in V.S,
courts that was stripped fom
them by the Military Commis-
siens Act passed by Congress in
September,

“The idea that you can indeli-
nitely detain people, pive them
no access to their families or ini-
tially lawyers, never chasge them
and torture shem in an offshore
penal coleny, should be absolule
anathema o any clvilized coun-
try in the world” sald Michael
Ratner of the New York-based
Lenter for Constitutional Rights,

Amnesty Interpational USA
Trecutive Divector Lamry Cox
condemngd Guantanamoe as “a
symbel arpund the world for hu-
man rights abuse and lor wrong-
keaded pelicies enacted in the
name of the war on terror”

Pentagon officials have sald
enly 60 to 80 Guantanamo pris-
chers ave Hkely 1o be tried in the
miitary tribunals being set up at

the hase.

Khatid a-Qdah, whose 28-
year-old sor Fawzi bas been &
prisoner &t Guantanamo since
Feb. 18, 2002, safd: "The Ameti-
cah administration should just
put our boys i an Independent
court, try them if they have any
sharges, otherwise set them free,
“¢his i3 the simpie demand [rom
me as a father,”

A retired Kuwalti sir foree pl-
Iet, the older ai+Odah sald in a
telephone interview from his
homeland that his son had been
doing rellef work in Pakistan
ngar the Afghanisten hovder
when Pakistani bounty hunbers
captared him and handed him
sver to U.S. troaps In Kandahay
Foryoward money offered for sus-
pected Taliban or Al Qaeda fig-
wes.

David Cynanon, a Washing-
ton attorney representing al-
Odah and three other Kowsii
prisoners at Guantanamo, he-
lieves mounting international
condemnation has U.S. author-
Ities scrambling to reduce the
detainee population.

About 160 Guentaname pris-
oners were sent home last year,
and at least 89 stil in custody
nave been cleared by annual re-
views for release or transfen

Inthe five years since the first
20 men were escorted off & miii-
tary cargo piane, Guantanemo
has become a source of feveign
poticy diseord for Washington,

Newly elected UN. Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon on Thurs.
day added his voice to appeals
for an end to what ciitics con-
sider Oagrant buman rights
abuses.

“f understand that today is
the filth annversary of Guanta-
namo's prison,” Ban said af a
news conference in New York,
“Like my predecessor, I helieve
that prison at Cuantanamo
shouid be closed,”
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