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Vednesday fro y At
ley General Alberio R. Gonzales of
-esponsibility for the treatment of a

-anadian who was seized by Ameri- -
-an authorities in 2002. The man was -
leported to Syria, where he was im-

wisoned and beaten.

Asked at a;news conference on.
=uesday about a Canadian commis: .
ion’s finding that ‘the ‘man, Maher

\rar, was Wrohgly senit to Syria and
ortured there, Mr. Gonzales replied,

Well, we were not responsible for .
is removai th Syria” He added,
T'm not aware -that he was tor-

ured.” ‘)

The attorney generai’s coniments
:aused puzzlement because they fol-
owed front-page news articles of the
indings of thé Canadian commis-
fon. It reported that based on inac-

urate’: information from: -Canada
[ supposed terrorist -

ottt Mr.
ies, America

fu:lais ordered l'um

oini  that deportatlons are riow han-
zled by the Department of Homeian

PO
ald the attomey general forgot that
1 the time of Mz Arar’s depertatmn
uch matters were still handled by

e Immlgratlon and Naturahzatmn;,s

ervice, which was part of the De-
artment of .}’uSti .

1r. Miller said, ‘
Asked why Mr. Gonzales'
) cast doubt ori the Canadian fmdmg

1at Mr. Arar had been tortured, Mr.
fitler said, “I wouidn‘t 8o beyond .

‘hat be said.” i

"He said Justice Department ofﬂ- :

idls “have not fully reviewed” the.
ommission’s report. since its re-
:ase on Monday, and he noted that
fr. Arar had brought a lawsuit
gainst United States officials that
ras dismissed by a lower ceurt but
'as bemg appealed.
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port in New York on his way iome
Canada, he was detainéd becausé h
hame Was ona terrofist watch lis
fpls name was mcluded on the bas

out W at threat s
d dec1ded to’ depo

-beaten repeatedly w:th
ccordmg to Mr. Arar

Attorney General Alberto R. Gonzales disputed Canadian fmdmgs that o inectior

the Umted States was res;:onsxble for deporting an innocent man. -

_ent’s -conduct.in, the case comes .

tamed in the campaign against ter-

The_ attorney ‘general 5

dd denial of a role in
a _eportatton.f,_.

amage the mternatmnai standmg of

prisoner overseas

tion at home and abroad, the Arar
case has become an oft-cited exam-
ple 0f both incompetence and brutal-

ity in the offensive against terror-

ismn. It is often described as a rendi- |
tion, the legal term for the seizure of
a suspect overseas and delivery to
imprisonment and interrogation in
another country. " )

'e-detamee legislatmn pro i

:

For critics of the Bush admlmstra»_'

i~ The attorney general’s refusal to_l
take. respon31b1hty for the govern-

when the tréatrneni of people de- !
' resulted from a formal deportation testimony related to the case.
order, a. dtstmctaon Mr Gonzales

rorism is again-at the center of pub-
1 Mr, lic debate The Whlte House isin ne~ ':‘
ad, mtended to'ake only a narrow ;

i

1

8

' the United . States_and " possibly en—f
_danger Amencan seld1ers " taken

But the Arar case d1ffers~teou- of. ‘hearing
nically from other instances of rendi- Umted it

the comtmssz
DenmsR Q°

ecimmg C

inthe- Umted Statés and his expulswn ‘nadian requests for. documents al

made;r.

that he would be tortured there.

, ¥ eall

by the admmtstratlon would on Wednesday w1th Naticnal Public the release; of - government doc
S - Radio® that American officials had ments related tothecase, -~

| sent him to Syria despite his protests

CUnder” Congressmnal rules, t
resoiutzons must be voted on in fi

“The facts spea}{ for themselves, ‘House committeey within 14 days,
% you know,” Mr. Arar said. “The re-; Mr: Markey will be able to force
port clearly conclided that I was tor- vote by the full House; his staff sai¢

. tured. And for him to say that he does
4 not know about the casé or.does:not. -

know I was tortured is really out-
rageous.” -

Maria C, LaHood Mr. Afar’s law-
yer atthe Center for Constitutional

Rights in New York, called Mr. Gon- -

zales’ comments “unbehevable ”

-“1 had hoped that they would actu-
ally step up and.say, ‘We made a
mistake, we accept the report’s find-
ings, we clear Mr. Arar’s name and
we apoldgize,” ' Ms. LaHood said.

Mr. Arar, now 37, is a former tele-

commumcatlons engmeer WhO was .

‘born in Syria but did not live there af- .

ter his teenage years. .
In September 2002, as he changed
planes at Kennedy Intefnational Air-



