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r@n\‘o S'i‘m dah 27,
| He thanks c1t1zens
for help, support .-

i gatisfaction after recelving -

- tome,” Arar told apress confer-

and says havmg h}s .
name cleared
‘means the wor}d .

RICHARD BRENNAN
OTTAWA EURSAU
aryAwA—Maher Arar Jckes that
the public inquiry into his treat- -
mené copsumed o mach of his
time that his son thought at was
hisjob. .
“Even my {5-year-old son °
Houd), every time I leave the .
house, he'd ask me, ‘Are you go-
ing to the public inguiry? He
thinks the publi¢ inquiry is my
job,” Arar gaid yesterday, refer-
ring to Justice Dennis O'Con-’
nor’s hearings,
The usualiy restrained Arar,
36, showed signs of a sense of
haomouy and certainty 2 sense of

$10.5 million compensation
from the federal government
and an apology from Prime
Minister Stephen Harper for
Canada’s role in his torture
more than four years age in a
Syrian prison.

“In deing sc, the government
of Canada and the Prime Min- -
ister have acknowledged my in-
nocence. This means the wozld

ence in Ottawa.

“T feel proud as a Canadian,”
said thé software ergineer, who
had a promisindg career before
he was ayrested in September

TOM HANSONACP

Maher Arar smiles as he discusses the government s apalogy and compensation package at a news conference in Ottawa vesterday.

2002. That is before the RCMP
gave U8, officials incorrect in-
formation on his being a terzor
suspect, which led to deporta-

tion to Syria where he was jailed’

. and tortured for almast a year,

Arar said that he fought not

" just te clear his own name.

“We got to make sure what
hapgened to me never happens

again,” hesaid, including alleged
attempis by someone-in the
RCMP to smear his name after
Arar retarped to Canada in No-
vember 2003,

“I want {o pay tribute to the
Canadian people, Without sup-
port of the Canadian people I
may never have come home,
And T would not be able to stay

streng and push for the truth”
he said, acknowledging there
weretimes he almost fost hope.
His Toronto lawyer, Julian Fal-
coner, called the apology and
compensation “nothing less
than a trivmgh of innocence.”
TFalconer said anyone who con~
siders the $13.5 million, which
includes $1 million for legal fees,

a windfall should stop hnd con-
sider that no amount of money
could compensate forwhatAz ar
suffered.

“He spent the 10 months and
16 days never knowing which
day he would be tortured, never
knowing whether he would live
or die. To those wlhe would sug-
gest that money couldsomehow

fix this or have rendered him
whole, I say to you that is ab-
surd,” he said,

Avar moved from Ottawa to
Kamloops, B.C., with his wife,
Monia Magzigh, and their two
chitdven last summer to }ive a
quiet life,

“Thestruggle to clear my name
has been Jong and hard and my

feel that [ owe them alotand I
feel now I candevote more time
o being a good:father to them
and ‘to ‘being a-good husband

and to rebu.lidmg my hfe,” he .

said.

Arar said he stLIl gets upset
with the way, he:s portrayed in
the media, where he is ofien re-
ferred to as former terror sus-

pect, That kind of label, Arar’s -

‘lawyer said, can’t be. erased
fromthe pubhc s conscicusness
and “is somethmg he is stuck
with for life,”

Arar's next i)attle is te ciear hzs
_name.in the United.States,
which may be far tougher, it ap-
pears, considering the US, re-
fuses to take hisname off its no-
fly list, despite evidence com-

" piled in Canada that he ds not
and never was a terror suspect,
Heis smngth,eUS government.

- Arar said Canada should con-
tinue to exert pressure on the
US. 10 vemove. his-name from
the list. Because he-is still on it
he cannot dly to a third of the
world’s countries, E

des have-suffered sﬂent]y and I

fi-
{
I

“It is important: It's not just

myself; it's a questmn that
. touches all Caziadians,” he said.
“Can we really trust the Amer-
icans, 'who we consider our
‘partners in the fight against ter-.
rorism? How much confidence
canwe give them?’

Ardr-tatked of this fear of tams )
gling again by chance w1th Us. |
.officials, " -, - A

"About two monﬂzs ago, I flew
from Calgary to-Toronto and \
thank God I did not know (until |
shortly before arrival) that we - .
were actually most of the time
'} inUS. air space,” hesaid,
i His héart also raced on a

‘Mazch trip to Belgium to speak

to the European Parliament,

when the flight from.Canada
[ flewbriefly over Bangor, Me.
i. “T have to be careful, cautious

i aglongaslamstillon thewatch
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