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m.w Deal

Gﬁm mﬁ Hméwm cmmﬁmw mﬁowom% H.omea out of the fax machine,

! TONDA MACCHARLES
ﬁ OTTAWA BUREAL

L 1 ! orTawa—Talks to &mnumm mmom- ‘

! gible settlemént with Maher
: Arar began scomn: after the soft-
N ﬁﬁmad@bw&wFﬁ%m&gwme.
* | suit against the g&mb gov-
> ernment inMarch 2004 .
”. A doal Canadion-Syrfan-citi-
: zen who survived American de-
i portatién fo' Syria and torture,
- 1 Arar was seeking redress for
i damages and injuries to kimself,

i his farnily, ; mbn to’ their Hmwﬁm. N

: Hon
; Those % &&3 mEm aitit
 last Friday, Jan. 19, when the

.evening at 5:30,

legal foes, was settled.
" The federal cabinet signed off
on the deal the momogum
Wednesday, Jan. 24 B
But for Arar and his family,
wasi't really over until the wiit:
.wmm apology from Prime Min
ister Stephen Harper rolied ow

Y ete

of the fax fmachine in his law--

ver's Toronto office nﬂuﬁmww

" “The negotiations with the

government were very inten--
sive,” Arartold reportersyestes--
day. “There were EoEmEnm,

when Ilost hope.”

e .ﬁ Arar’s legal teamn couldr’t be sure of success in quest for justice

T ‘. " mu. muﬁmrow m»nwmmm. including . ‘anw,m lawyer Julian Falconer,
h .an experienced litigator, said he

- and & team of five lawyers and

staff had worked since the

‘v ¥Connor report was issued in
- September. It cleared Arar and
ed. Canadian officials for -

laying &  pazt, aithough ot dé-

" Iiberately, in his deportation. s
*There’s’ ucwwmwm mﬁwbmmam.

tar yesterday: ;-
"#H was around-thes rales
.mvom«mﬁwﬁouﬁmmwammymmms.

ance of the (YConnor repori up -
; ...E,,,E w.mmw&w 8&8« .E.E_mm

Ve had a Emwozm_g: 't

mediation S_wm scheduled mou.

were constantly in the halancs”

- Falconer praised the efforts of

his téam, and the government’s
legal team, who he said were

personally’ Sﬂmmwwmm 10 a fair’

gettiement.

In March 2004, the mum?w;_u-
eral mocmnﬁﬁouﬂ ‘had calied a
public inguiry into the disturb-
ing tale Arar had fold -~ & tale
that suggested Canadian offi-
cials yoight have played some

+ roleinhisnightmare.
Judge Lynn Ratushny ordered -
: was - the parties to put off talks until
é . the O'Conner inquiry reported.

More than two years later,

. when O'Conner dropped his

bombshel report in September
2006, the settlemient talks

‘guickly resumed. AL one weint,

January weremoved up (o Sﬁ-
Deceraber.

Formef Ontaric. mﬁumﬂoﬁ
monnunammomonmmbgwﬁwc
wrote the book on Kmn.sn:.q
Justice: hm.qmw Dispute Negotio-
tHons, was named a mediafor in
the case, and played a “érucial” |
role in securing 2 deal, said Fai-

coner. So dig the government’s -

lawyer, associate deputy justice

‘minister Will McDowell.

“What we knew and we lmow
today is we simply could not
fail,” said Falconer. “Wehad are-
sponsibility to not fail”

But Falconer 'was not con-
vinced the federal Conserva-
tives felt the same way.

..H was confident these m@oEm

were personally ncﬂhﬁﬁmu not
to fail. But it was my view that
| this government, like any gov-
ernment you negotiaté with, is.
* only goingto hearyouwhen you
furn up the voltine, It-was un-
m ‘clear whether this process was
goingtoyield asuceesshil result.
| And if wasexericiating” for the
! Arar family, be said. -
“Ttt Stephen Harper and his
{ Szmmmﬁmm give it their blessing
; thereisnowayto know?”

‘Harper did not personally tele-
phone Arar Thursday night te
convey. the formal apology, giv-
enali thelegalitiesof the case.

- ButArardid call McDowell tast
night to mmﬁmom&_w thank him
for his team’s work in helping
hinvget on with his life.




