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Greece: View from MFA Working Level on Improving Ties With Israel 

1. C/ NF SUMMARY: The Greek-Israeli relationshi is stron and rowing, according.._t.:..:o...c.t;..;;he=-M;_;_:;__cFA-'-L._-------' 
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From: 

sent: 

Erickson, Mark 

11/2/2011 1:01:04 PM 
To: SMART Core 

Subject: Gaza Flotilla - Report from Dublin 

MRN: 11 FTR 19604 

[: : LEASE IN PART 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Archie Bolster, j 
Senior Reviewer 
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Date/DTG: 

From: 
Nov 02, 2011 I 0217002 NOV 11 
Erickson, Mark 

E.O.: 13526 
TAGS: PREL, El 

Subject: Gaza Flotilla -- Report from Dublin 

Colleagues: 

(SBU) I spoke with DFA on the Gaza Flotilla this evening. 
According toL_ J the two ships (Saoirse and Tahrir) set sail today from a Turkish port. If they left from a 
port near Rhodes - the one used by Saoirse last time - it could take up to 4 or 5 days to get near the contested 
waters. The Tahrir is Canadian -registered, but has a Greek captain and mostly Irish passengers. - __}lees 
not believe that there are any Canadian citizens aboard. ThE1_Saoirse. formerly (and possibly still) registered in 
the U.S. as Challenger II, has mostly Irish citizens aboard. L J does not believe any of them are U.S. 
citizens - though there may be some dual U.S.-lrish citizens that the DFA is not aware of. L -=isays that 
while the Saoirse (Irish for Freedom) is calling itself an Irish-flagged vessel, the DFA does not believe that it has 
been registered here in Ireland and notes that it could still be technically a U.S -flagged vessel. 

~etween the two boats, there are roughly 15 people in total - mostly Irish. On board is current MEPf J 
I J (Socialist Party) and former Fianna Fail TD (parliamentarian) [ I as well as the "usual 
suspects" of local politicians from Sinn Fein and other parties. 

(SBU) The Irish government has a "liaison" phone number with the protesters - to speak with them if they get 
into trouble. They are not initiating contact with them, apparently. 

(SBU) The Irish Government "has no reason to anticipate that this will be a problem." The protesters were 
offered, but declined to accept. a Turkish escort out of concern that this could create an international crisis. 
According toL ~ the protesters are seeking to make a political statement, but not precipit~t~ an 
international crisis. They expect to be intercepted and will comply with the Israeli authorities. [ J says that 
the protesters are "driven, but sensible " --
(V) llic text of a press release issued by the '·lrish Ship To Gaza., \\ebs1te is belo\\ ( http://mshsh1ptoga1a.orn/ ) 
Irish Ship to Gaza 

Press Release - Nov 2nd 

Irish and C.inadlan ships challenge Israel 's Illegal blockade with Freedom Waves to Gaza 

Responding to an urgent call for international sol1danty from 46 av1I society organ1sabons In Gaza, an lnsh shtp MV Saorrse and a 
canadlan ship Tahrir have sua:essfully reached International waters In the Medrterranean Sea on a mission dubbed Freedom Waves to 
Gaza. The boats, two civilian vessels carrying 27 passengers from nine countries, are currently en route to Gaza, Palestine. They will 
sari from international waters directly to Gaza, and will not pass through Israeli territonal waters. 

This Is the 11th attempt to break the siege of Gaza via the sea, with five m1ss1ons amvlng safely 1n Gaza between August and 
December 2008. The remaining six were vrolently rntercepted by Jsrael. In May 2010, Israel attacked passengers part•apating In the 
first Freedom Flotilla 1n international waters, l<llllng nine ovlllans and lnJuring over 50. Israel's actions were wrdely condemned and led 
to protests around the world. Efforts to bnng a second flotilla to Gaza were thwarted by the government of Greece last July following 
pressure by Israel and Western governments. The Irish vessel, MV Saoirse, was sabotaged while In port in Turkey when Its propeller 
shaft was gouged in a manner almost ,dentical to damage suffered by the Swedish shrp. The Irish shrp has since been repaired, with 
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funds raised v,a small donatrons from lnsh atizens in all of the 32 counties. In total, the Irish Ship to Gaza campaign has raised over 
(140,000 for i ts mission, a dear s,gn of the depth of support among ordinary lnsh people for the beleaguered people of Gaza 

Throughout the week Palesbn,an act1v1sts in the West Bank and insade Israel will be organizing solidarity actlons with the Freedom 
Waves to Gaza, 1nciud1ng a presence outside the UN compound and rallies across West Bank towns. Israel has intensified its aerial 
bombardmtents on Gaza In thte last few days, killing at least nine people, underlining the need for lnttemational solidarity inlbativtes such 
as this one. 

"The Freedom Waves to Gaza emerged from the Freedom Flotilla initiatives, "says Insh Ship to Gaza organiser Fintan Lane from on 
board the MV Sao1rse. "While the Freedom Waves to Gaza will be dellvenng some much-needed medicines, our pnmary goal is to help 
free Palestinians from thesr Inhumane 1solat1on In what 1s in effect an open a,r prison. " 

Also on board 1n this civil society to ovll society I nit atlve are delegates from Canada, Australia, the US, Greece. Palestine, Poland and 
Egypt. "We have Just entered lnternabonal waters and hope to reach the shores of Gaza In a couple of days The only obstacles 1n our 
way are Israel's military, but International public opinion Is behind this effort, and so 1s dvll soaety In Gaza.• 

"The Palestinians hv1ng 1n Gaza want sohdanty - not chanty. They have made 1t clear to the world that the,r pnmary demand 1s for 
freedom. While humanitarian aid Is helpful, Palesbn'ans are still prisoners with no freedom of movement, " adds Ehab Lotayef, the 
Canadian boat organizer "Israel 's Illegal blockade prevents not only Imports into Gaza, but exports as well And the blockade prevents 
Palestinians from moving freely between Gaza and the West Bank. In vrolation of fundamental human rights.• 

The Freedom Waves to Gaza Initiative is a non-violent, civil socrety movement the pnmary a,m of which 1s lo end the Jsrae11 blockade 
of Gaza. Bios of delegates are available at http://irlshshiptogaza.org/ 

There will also be vanous media outlets reporting on developments aboard the Tahnr. lndudrng Al Jazeera and Democracy Now. 

A press conference wrll be held 1n Dublin on November 3rd at 11.30am. Details to follow 

ENDS 

Irish Ship to Gaza media contacts. 

Dubl in 
Laurence Davis 086 360 5053 
outside Ireland 00 353 086 360 5053 

daudta 5dbd dt 086 393 8821 
outs,de Ireland 00 353 086 393 8821 

Derry/ Beltast 
Ao1fe Mclaughlin local 0788 652 4999 
outs,de Ireland 00 44 788 652 4999 

From: Hennessey -Niland, John 
Sent: Wednesday, November 02, 2011 6:08 AM 
To: Simpson, Shenoa L 
Subject: FW: MFA flotilla effort - iriSh angle? 

FYI - some useful websites perhaps for folks tracking this issue. 

John Hennessey -Niland 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
U.S. Embassy Dublin 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Rendo, Christopher M 
Sent: Wednesday, November 02, 2011 10:05 AM 
To: Hennessey -Niland, John 
Cc: Gadkowski, Lynne B; Erickson, Mark 
Subject: RE: MFA flotilla effort - irish angle? 
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This is the websnc of the orgnni:allion lhnt has been fundraismg for the Saoirsc. http //mshsh101og:11,1.org/ There 
arc no recent posts to indicate that th~ are expected to sail soon The lnsl1 Palestine Sohdarit~ Campaign :ilso 
docs not contam an) updntcs mdicatrng an inumnent departure. ,,,nv 1psc.1c 
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Reviewer 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

Knesset Speaker Rivlin Previews Upcoming Knesset Debates on Israeli Arab Rights 

1. (C) Summary and Comment: Speaker of the Knesset Reuven Rivlin in a October 26 meeting with the Ambassa""'--"d""or'----------, 
discussed the upcoming domestic agenda in the Knesset, focusing on the rig~s ~ ~e Israeli Arab mi~ority. [ _ I NR 

Comment. 
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From: Levin, Jan X 
Sent: 11 /4/2011 11 :41 :04 AM 

To: svcSMARTHBTSPOP2 

Subject: Flotilla to Gaza Boarded by Israeli Navy, No Casualties 
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RELEASE IN PART 
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REVIEW AUTHORITY: Archie Bolster, Senior j 
Reviewer 

Subject: Flotilla to Gaza Boarded by Israeli Navy; No Casualties 

1. (SBU) The most recent attempt to break the Israeli naval blockade of Gaza ended on November 4 with the 
Israeli boarding of the two vessels Tahrir and Saoirse about 37 miles offshore. According to MFAL _ _ ] 86 

l there were no injuries. Israeli naval officials report that they did not witness any sharp 
objects being thrown overboard prior to the Israeli boarding, as we were told earlier by the MFAL_J it is 
not clear what the source of this information was. 

2. (SBU) As of this writing, both vessels are sailing to Ashdod with Israeli naval escort and are expected to arrive 
at approximately 8 p.m. local time. The ship will be met by Israeli MFA consular officials. We expect 
confirmation within the next several hours as to the number of American citizens on-board; the Israeli Navy is 
reporting that there are two AmCits. Tomorrow morning, Embassy consular officers will visit any detained 
AmCits at the Givon Detention Center near Ramie, where any persons detained will be held. 
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President Gui Reviews PKK Terrorism, Relations with Israel and Armenia, with GODEL 
Meeks 

1. (S) Summary: On October 19, Turkish President GOI met with members of the Congressional Study Group, which 
included Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-NY}, Rep. Renee Ellmers (R-NC), and Jim McDermott (D-WA), along with Istanbul Consul 
General. J -- -- --

TURKEY'S FIGHT AGAINST PKK: "WE NEED MORE, WE NEED MORE" U.S. ASSISTANCE 

RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL: "THE CURRENT SITUATION IS NOT OUR CHOICE OR PREFERENCE" 
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Sent : 12/23/2011 5:1 3:00 AM 

To: SMART Core 

Subject: Scenesetter for Senator Lieberman's December 26-January 4 Visit to Israel 
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PREL, PGOV, PTER, ECIN, KPAL, KWBG, EG. SY, TU, IR, IS 

SENSITIVE 
H PLEASE PASS TO SENATOR LIEBERMAN 

Scenesetter for Senator Lieberman's December 26-January 4 Visit to Israel 

1 . (SBU) Summary : Prime Minister Netanyahu ' s five-party coalition 
government remains stable, and Netanyahu's popularity remains high following 
the October release of captured soldier Gilad Shalit . [ -

Israel's Political and Economic Landscape 

I

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior 
Reviewer 
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Regional Concerns 

L Relations with Turkey are also a challenge, as Turkey downgraded 
diplomatic relations in September following the release of the Palmer Report 
and failed efforts to reach agreement on an Israeli apology for the kil lin 
of Turkish citizens in the May 2010 Mavi Marmara inci dent. 

Bilateral Relations 

l 
Palestinian Issues 
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Middle East, but the trajectory of our political and economic relations is positive. 
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